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I loved Debra Ollivier's earlier book, Entre Nous: A Woman's Guide to Finding Her Inner French Girl,

which is more of a how-to book on acquiring the je ne sais quois, sang froid of French girl chic that

is more than effortless scarf-tying. That book was also an intelligent discussion of how some of the

cultural differences that shape the average French woman differ from those shaping the

Anglo-American woman. This book takes that discussion much further.It is not at all a how-to book.

You might be able to extrapolate a few behaviors from this discussion, but unless you are relating to

a Frenchman, you may find yourself misunderstood. What comes off as charmingly coy and

mysterious in a Frenchwoman may be seen as stuck-up and bitchy in an American woman. Maybe

not. The overall message in this book, as well as the earlier book, is that a Frenchwoman does what

she likes and does not worry about others' opinions. She does follow social protocols, for the most

part- for example, it is understood that a beau will bring flowers on the first "date"--the French don't

date like we do either-- pay for the meals, and so forth. Fundamentally, though, according to Ms

Ollivier, who is an American married to a Frenchman who lived in France for 10 years and still has a

home in Paris, the French are private people who do not care what the public at large thinks. Their

homes cannot be seen into from the street. They do not tell all, even to their spouses. They like



mystery and secrets and discretion.Ollivier tells us that the French have wonderful mixed gender

friendships, and flirtation is expected. A husband is proud that his wife attracts admirers, not

threatened. Women are close to their fathers, brothers, and have many male friends.
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